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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Lappans
18313 Lappans Road

Boonsboro, MD  21713                 301-582-0417

www.stmarkslappans.org 

Welcome to St. Mark’s Cemetery.  In order to provide a place of dignity and respect, the Cemetery Committee has established the following guidelines.  Please help us preserve the beauty, tranquility, and safety of these hallowed grounds for families and visitors, as well as the Church volunteers who are responsible for the maintaining the property and keeping costs at a reasonable level.  

St. Mark’s Cemetery consists of two sections; the original or “old” section, immediately around the Church (inside the stone wall), and the newer, larger section (inside the black iron fence).   This “new” section is easily identifiable by its ground-level-only grave markers.   Burial Lots in the new section may be purchased by members of the Church.  With few exceptions, the “old” section is now closed to burials.  Should you wish to purchase a lot, please contact the Church office at the number listed above.     
                                                        DECORATION GUIDELINES
1. Individuals placing decorations St. Mark’s Cemeteries are responsible for the appearance, timely removal, upkeep and disposal of decorations according to the seasonal guidelines below.   Should decorations become unsightly or deteriorate, they should be removed by the persons who placed them.  Decorations which have become unsightly, have blown off sites, or which remain beyond the allowed time frame (see below) will be disposed of by the cemetery volunteers. 
2. St. Mark’s Cemetery volunteers take care of the placing and removal of small flags for veterans, marking the National holidays.    
3. St. Mark’s Cemetery Committee reserves the right to make final decisions regarding the disposition of any items brought into or left in the Cemeteries.
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Winter Season   (November 16 – March 14)
During the “winter” season flags, flowers, and wreaths are permitted for a 2-week period.   These decorations may remain in place for the Christmas Holiday season (December 20 – January 10) if maintained.   In addition to flowers in headstone containers, temporary container plants are permitted in 6-inch to 8-inch pots.   Maximum permitted height of all decorations is 24 inches.   Any “winter” decorations remaining after March 14 will be disposed of by the cemetery volunteers.  Sometimes windy conditions “relocate” decorations from their intended location.   Since it is impossible to know from which gravesite they originated, these decorations will be removed by St. Mark’s Cemetery Committee volunteers.
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Mowing Season   (March 15 – November 15)  
During the “mowing season” flags and flowers are permitted for a 1-week period for the following holidays:  

Easter, Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Veterans Day.

----Maximum height permitted for all decorations is 24 inches.   
---- In addition to flowers in headstone containers, plants are permitted in 6-inch to 8-inch temporary containers.   
This limited time for decorations greatly facilitates the perpetual care of the cemetery which includes mowing, trimming, maintenance and ongoing beautification activities
Birthdays, anniversaries, and other personal family days

Flowers may be placed near graves or in grave containers on any date to mark a family remembrance.  Families may return to remove them within a reasonable period of time (see winter and mowing season guidelines), or cemetery volunteers will remove them once their appearance deteriorates.   
Funerals

Standard funeral decorations may remain on grave sites for a 2-week period or until flowers have become spent or unsightly, whichever comes first.  Decorations may be removed by the family, or will be removed at the end of two weeks by cemetery volunteers.  
[image: image4.wmf]Decorations or alterations which are NOT Permitted at any time
· Decorations (non-floral) which detract from the natural beauty of the cemetery or are potential hazards which can be picked up and hurled by the lawn mowing equipment.   
· Plastic decorations (including mementos), metal work (stands, boxes, posts, shepherd’s crooks etc.) and decorative stones.  

· Oversize containers, containers of metal, crockery, glass, or other breakable materials which break and scatter easily, becoming potential safety hazards.
· Stripping a border of sod around a grave and/or outlining graves or memorials with metal frames, plastic landscape borders, or crushed stone.   
· We do not recommend or allow leaving items of sentimental or intrinsic value at gravesites.  We cannot be held responsible for their safekeeping, and such items will be removed by the cemetery volunteers.     
Thank you for helping us keep this Holy place beautiful and safe for you and for our visitors!  

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact any of the following persons:

Craig Camp, Cemetery Chair:  301-432-2436      craig@cts2000.com

Milt Creager, Senior Warden:   301-797-3923      jbcreag@myactv.net

The Rev. Anne O. Weatherholt, Rector:   301-582-0417    rector@stmarkslappans.org 






